Seasonal prevalence of ticks and their association with dermatophilosis in cattle on the Accra plains of Ghana.
The seasonal abundance of adult ticks on cattle and their association with dermatophilosis were investigated in five herds on the coastal plains of Ghana over a 26-month period. Four genera, Amblyomma, Boophilus, Rhipicephalus and Hyalomma were identified, A. variegatum being the predominant species occurring throughout the year with two peaks of infestation, one in April-May and the other in November. A significant positive correlation was revealed between A. variegatum and dermatophilosis in four of the five herds. Significant positive correlations were found between H. m. rufipes and dermatophilosis in two of the herds and between Rh. senegalensis and dermatophilosis in one herd. Negative correlations of statistical significance were observed between Boophilus species and dermatophilosis in three of the herds. Nevertheless, it was considered that A. variegatum was the most important tick factor involved in the pathogenesis of the disease.